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SUBJECT: EAST GERMAN REACTION TO WEINHOLD ACQUITTAL 

1 . THE ACQUITTAL LAST WEEK OF WERNER WEINHOLD BY A WEST 
GERMAN COURT HAS UNLEASHED A BARRAGE OF PROTEST FROM THE 
GDR. WEINHOLD HAS BEEN ON THE GDR'S LIST OF MOST WANTED 
CRIMINALS WITH A 100,000 MARK REWARD ON HIS HEAD SINCE HE 
FLED TO WEST GERMANY IN DECEMBER 1975 KILLING TWO 
EAST GERMAN BORDER GUARDS IN THE PROCESS. 

BEGINNING WITH THE DECEMBER 4 EDITIONS, GDR NEWSPAPERS HAVE CARRIED 
A SERIES OF ARTICLES , TESTIMONIALS BY PROMINENT EAST GERMANS AND 
RELATIVES OF THE DEAD GUARDS AND PETITIONS BY GDR GROUPS 
DEMANDING WEINHOLD BE TURNED OVER TO GDR AUTHORITIES. 

THERE ARE TWO REASONS FOR THE INTENSE REACTION BY THE 
GDR TO THIS ACQUITTAL. IN THE FIRST PLACE IT COMES AT A 
TIME WHEN THE GDR IS TRYING TO COUNTER A WAVE OF ANTI- 
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FROM THE BIERMANN EXILE AND SUBSEQUENT DOMESTIC PROTEST 
AMONG INTELLECTUALS AND BIERMANN SYMPATHIZERS. THE 
WEINHOLD CASE CAN THUS BE USED TO DEFLECT 
CRITICISM OF THE GDR OVER THE BIERMANN AFFAIR. 

2. THE SECOND REASON IS MORE DEEP-SEATED. WEINHOLD'S ACTION 
IN SHOOTING HIS WAY TO THE WEST STRIKES AT THE HEART OF 
EAST GERMAN SENSITIVITIES ABOUT THE STATUS OF ITS BORDER 
WITH THE FRG. FROM THE WEST GERMAN POINT OF VIEW. THE 

" ORDER TO SHOOT" BY EAST GERMAN BORDER GUARDS IS 
ILLEGAL AND GIVES CREDENCE TO WEINHOLD’S TESTIMONY THAT 
HE FIRED IN SELF DEFENSE. THE EAST GERMANS ON THE OTHER 
HAND CITE THE SECURITY ASPECTS OF THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT 
AND EMPHASIZE THE NEED TO DEFEND THEIR OWN BORDERS. THE 
GDR CAN TRY TO HOLD UP THE WEINHOLD CASE AS A JUSTIFICATION 
FOR ITS BORDER POLICY AND, INDIRECTLY, AS A PARTIAL 
EXPLANATION FOR THE SHOOTING INCIDENTS LAST SUMMER WHICH 
REMAIN AN EMBARRASSMENT TO THE REGIME, THE GDR 
MAY FEAR THAT WEINHOLD'S ACQUITTAL COULD 
ENCOURAGE OTHRS WHO WANT TO LEAVE TO FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE. 

3. GDR BEHAVIOR THROUGH THE COURSE OF WEINHOLD'S TRIAL 
WAS ONE OF AMBIVALENCE. ON THE ONE HAND THE EAST 
GERMAN AUTHORITIES WANTED HIM FOUND GUILTY ALTHOUGH THEY 
PROBABLY NEVER EXPECTED HIM TO BE EXTRADITED. HOWEVER, THEY 
DISPLAYED A DISREGARD FOR THE DUE PROCESS REQUIREMENTS 

OF FRG LEGAL PROCEDURES BY REFUSING TO ALLOW EAST GERMAN 
WITNESSES TO ATTEND THE TRIAL AND ONLY SUBMITTING 
REPRODUCTIONS OF DOCUMENTS SUPPORTING THEIR CASE.. 

4. COMMENT: FROM THE GDR PROPAGANDIST POINT OF VIEW, 

THE WEINHOLD ACQUITTAL COULD NOT HAVE COME AT A BETTER 
TIME. ACCORDING TO A LOCAL PRESS CONTACT, THE SED PLANS 
TO SQUEESE EVERY DROP OF PROPAGANDA IT CAN FROM THE 
WEST GERMAN COURT DECISION. 
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